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Wymondham & Edmondthorpe Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

Held at Edmondthorpe Social Club on Monday 21st May 2018 at 6:30pm 

 

Present: 

Chair of the Meeting: Christian Semmens (Parish Council Chairman) 

 

7 parishioners 

 

Parish Councillors:  Howard Gresham, Pat Peters & Matthew Williams 

   

Borough Councillor Malise Graham 

 

Note taker: Terry Brown (Clerk) 

 

 
 

066      Introduction by the Chairman 

 Christian Semmens introduced himself as the Chairman of the Parish Council and that he would chair this  

            Annual Meeting. 

 His introduction can be found at Appendix 1 

 

067 Apologies for absence 

Mrs Anne Harvey (Head of St Peters C/E Primary School) 

068 To approve the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2017  

These were approved and signed by the Chair 

069 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting 

None 

070 Annual Report from the Parish Council 
The Chair outlined the purpose and advantage of the Parish Council having the ability to adopt the General 

Power of Competence. 

He reviewed the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan and how it had been used successfully to influence 

planning decisions at Melton Borough Council. 

He commented on the improvements in the appearance of the Village Green and the work of the Traffic 

Group in formulating proposals to deal with local traffic problems. 

The Parish Council is currently considering a proposal from Leicestershire County Council to introduce LED 

lighting with its consequent energy and cost saving potential. 

Last, he reviewed the work of the Parish Council with its award of grants and gave the award to the 

Handbells group as one example of success. 

071 Annual Report from the MBC Borough Councillor Malise Graham 
Malise Graham reviewed the progress of the Local Plan and suggested it should be final passed by the 

Inspector at the end of the Summer. 

He reported on the change of emphasis at MBC under the new Chief Executive to concentrate on progress in 

the core activities of the Council. Also, that Government funding for the Melton Mowbray bypass had been 

approved and that work was expected to start in 2020. 

Last he remarked that he had represented the ward for 31 years. 

072 Annual Report from the LCC County Councillor Joe Orson 

 None 
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073 Reports from Community Groups and Organisations                    

Wymondham & Edmondthorpe Journal  - Appendix 2   
Wymondham Village Hall Committee - Appendix 3 

Wymondham Players   - Appendix 4  

Wymondham Traffic Group 
Matthew Williams gave an overview of the traffic problems faced in the villages and the possible outcomes 

that might result from ongoing discussions with Leicestershire Highways. 

Edmondthorpe Social Club 

Howard Gresham reported: 

“Edmondthorpe Social Club is a non-profit organisation with all bar and cleaning done by volunteers. We 
make a small trading profit each year that is reinvested into improving the facilities. Membership is open to all 
residents of Wymondham and Edmondthorpe and surrounding villages and costs £5 a year. The membership 
year starts July after the AGM and all are welcome to visit as a guest up to 5 times a year. 

Open evening is Friday and Saturday once a month for live music and a buffet. 

It is available to hire for private parties and weddings. It is licenced for up to 100 people and 50/60 for a sit-
down meal. 

It is used by the Parish Council, Neighbourhood Plan Group, coffee mornings craft sales, table top group, 
Christmas and Halloween parties. 

The costs for the annual licences for PRS, PPL and MBC are relatively high for a small club and we are lucky 
to have received a grant from the Parish Council last year that covered about 50% of these costs. 

Future plans include improving hot water in the kitchen and perhaps provide an outside seating area. 

We are relatively successful but there is always room for a few more at all events which are always listed in 
the Parish Magazine.”                

 Wymondham Allotments Association 

 “Report for Annual meeting of Wymondham and Edmondthorpe Parish Council  

It’s been a year of change for Wymondham Allotment Association. We now have a committee of 4 who work 

closely with the PC. 

Last year we expressed concerns over matters of health and safety. The persistent use of the allotments as 

an unofficial footpath resulted in extensive dog fouling on the plots and the poor fencing allowed easy access 

for unaccompanied children to use the area as a playground which was clearly very unsafe. We are delighted 

to have had support from the PC on these matters which has resulted in the smart new fencing and gates. 

I’m pleased to say that to date we’ve had no reports of dog fouling and it’s much less inviting to children to 

enter vial the more substantial gates. 

All the plots have been let over the last growing season for the first time in many years, we have Chris West 
to thank for achieving this with the help of the Journal (!) and I’m delighted to say that we now have a 
waiting list. As larger plots become vacant we are taking the opportunity to divide them and offer smaller 
plots more manageable units if necessary. 

Nick Coe has continued to take responsibility for the practical side of things and we now have a small shed at 

the side of the allotment gardens, which means that we can store equipment. We also have a central tap, 

which makes life a great deal easier for those of us with plots on the Main Street side! 

Michael Walker administers our finances in his usual efficient way as he has done over the last few years and 

continues to make a huge contribution to the smooth running of the allotments. 
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We would like to thank Terry, Clerk to the Council for the help and guidance that he has given us and for the 

time he has spent making site visits. 

With the help of the PC the WAA has a renewed sense of community and the plots are currently a hive of 

activity, in spite of the delayed start to the growing season due to bad weather, the allotments are looking 

much better and we are fully utilising this important local amenity and we thank the PC for their continued 

support. 

Christine Teasdale 

May 2018”   

075 Open forum – questions and discussion 

 

A question was asked about the possibility of a footpath between the two villages, a longstanding issue at 

past Annual Meetings. Various possible solutions were aired but finally the meeting passed a non-binding 

resolution calling on the Parish Council to seek a solution in discussion with Leicestershire Highways. 

 

A parishioner, newly arrived into Wymondham, commented about the speeding of traffic and the lack of a 

police response. 

Several Parish Councillors responded with the history of the problem and with the efforts of the Wymondham 

Traffic Group and the parish Council to seek a solution from Leicestershire Highways. Also, although the 

problems were manifest, some success had been achieved; for example, with a reduction in lorry traffic after 

the relevant companies were targeted and lobbied. 

     

076  Date of next Parish Council meeting: Monday 4th June 2018 at 7:30pm at Edmondthorpe Social Club 

 

  The meeting ended at 9.10pm 
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Appendix 1 Chairman’s Introductory remarks: 
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Appendix 2  Wymondham & Edmondthorpe Journal     
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Appendix 3 Wymondham Village Hall Committee  
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Appendix 4 Wymondham Players   

 

 


