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Minutes of Wymondham & Edmondthorpe Parish Council Meeting 

Held at Edmondthorpe social Club Monday 1st October 2018 

Present: 

Councillors: Christian Semmens as Chair, Howard Gresham, Pat Peters, Kevin Spiers 

District Councillors: Malise Graham 

Clerk: Terry Brown 

Members of the public: 1 parishioner and two members of the public 

 Emma Simkins and Richard Mugglestone for Midlands Rural Housing 

 

Public Time: Two members of the public outlined the reasons for their current interest in the purchase of 

the Old School property in Church Lane. This would potentially involve a new planning 

application because of change of use. Parish Councillors drew attention to the past planning 
history of this site, the possible employment aspect as stated in the Neighbourhood Plan and 

the local concerns over traffic and the Village Hall with the redevelopment of the site. 
 

The Parish Council agreed that this seemed an interesting alternative use of the site to that 
currently proposed by the  planning permission already agreed but that an official reply from 

the Parish Council  could only come after due notification of any new planning submission 
from Melton Borough Council. 

The interested party agreed to keep the Parish Council informed of their progress.  

Emma Simkins gave a detailed overview of the purpose of the proposed W&E Housing Needs 
Survey and of the role of Midlands Rural Housing acting as an agent for MBC, namely: 

“A housing needs survey is designed to establish the local housing needs, particularly affordable 

housing needs, of people who live, work or have another strong connection to individual parishes.   The 

evidence gathered in such surveys is used to inform Local Authority housing strategy and policy, and to 

ensure that resources are being effectively targeted.  Our surveys are carried out independently and 

follow procedures that are recognised by The Homes and Communities Agency and Local Authorities. 

Small village developments now typically consist of a mix of affordable properties such as shared 

ownership and affordable rented properties for local people. The survey will help to establish, if there is 

a need, whether the village requires affordable family homes, bungalows for elderly residents or first-

time buyer properties for example or a mix of these tenures.  

The survey questionnaires are delivered to every household in the parish and residents will have a 

month to respond via the return-paid envelope.  Once the survey is complete responses will be collated 

by our Customer Care Team with all individuals’ personal details treated in the strictest confidence 

under the Data Protection Bill 2018.  A full analysis report is then produced, detailing respondent’s 

views and a breakdown of any housing needs and presented to the Parish Council and Local Authority.  

If there is a housing need identified all parties can work together to look at the best way to meet the 

need.” 

There followed a lengthy discussion with Parish Councillors. In general, the meeting agreed 

that the results of such a Survey when conducted would enhance and support the 
development of the community as detailed in the Neighbourhood Plan. However, Cllr Peters 

expressed some scepticism bearing in mind the results of previous such surveys and Cllr 
Gresham cautioned against questionnaire “fatigue” with this coming so soon after the NP 
consultation. 

Richard Mugglestone is to liaise with MBC to review the appropriate time for the Survey to be 
conducted and will report to the Parish Council. 
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125     To receive apologies for absence 

Cllr Matthew Williams  

 

126 District and County Councillor Time 

 District Cllr Malise Graham referred to the recent successful Police exercise to catch speeding in Wymondham. 

The Parish Council agreed that Police Time should be a standing item on future agenda with an invitation to 

PCSO Sharon Roscoe to attend whenever possible. 

             Action Clerk 

127 Members Declarations of Interests 

Cllr Gresham reported a potential interest in item 133/2 

 

128     To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of Council held 3rd September 2018 

The minutes were approved & signed. 

 

129 Matters arising from previous meetings 

/1 to discuss progress on possible LED lights conversion 

The meeting reviewed the current state of play with this item and agreed that the Clerk should table an item at the 

forthcoming November meeting to resolve to sign the agreement with LCC to proceed with the conversion.  

             Action Clerk 

  

/2 to discuss the Buckminster Estates meeting 19/7/18 re allotment issues 

The meeting noted the absence of information on the matter from Buckminster Estates. 

 

The meeting agreed that Cllr Semmens should arrange a meeting between the interested parties as soon as 

possible. 

            Action Cllr Semmens 

/3 to discuss progress on issues concerning St Peter’s School. 

Cllr Semmens reported as in Appendix 1 

 

/4  to confirm progress on the new notice board 

The meeting confirmed the arrangements to install the new noticeboard when it has been delivered. 

          Action Cllrs Semmens & Gresham 

 

130 To conduct co-option for the Parish Council vacancy 

Two candidates offered themselves for the post and the Chair thanked them both for their interest at a time 

when finding people to stand in many Parish Councils is difficult. 

 

 Using the Chairs casting vote Mr T Mear was offered the post. He accepted and having signed the Acceptance 

of Office and DPI joined the meeting as a parish councillor. 

                  Action Clerk 

 

131 To receive Councillor reports 

None 

 

132  To receive & consider reports from representatives on outside bodies & meeting 

/1 to discuss LCC Highways latest proposals re LCC site visit 24.7.18 

Cllr Kevin Spiers reported on progress: LCC is to commence the statutory 21-day period of consultation. 

 

Also LCC had given details of two methods to implement the siting of the new VAS and the Parish Council 

agreed that the option of using the LCC’s services and expertise at a cost of £500 was the preferred option. 

Cllr Spiers is to confirm the cost of the new VAS equipment to the next meeting (but it is expected to be of 

the order of £12000 to include 10 years’ maintenance.        Action Cllrs Spiers 
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133     Planning 

/1 18/01043/GDOCOU Manns Farm 66 Main Street Wymondham 

 Conversion of a single storey barn to bungalow and conversion of 1 and 2 storey to    

             dwelling with a creation of parking spaces 

Councillors considered this application at length but in general agreed that it met their concerns with 

previous applications for this site. 

The Clerk is to reply to MBC to report an under assessment of the parking requirements for one of 

the properties and to confirm the Parish Council’s expectation that the existing ironstone materials 

will be reincorporated into the new buildings. 

           Action Clerk 

 /2 The Parish Council also considered  

18/01031/TPOCM Wymondham House 15 Spring Lane Wymondham 

Tree works 

No objections  

134  Correspondence 

Emails: noted 

135 Matters for Discussion 

/1  to agree meeting dates for 2019 

The meeting RESOLVED to adopt the schedule to be published to the Parish Council website.  

            Action Clerk 

Please note – the May 2019 meeting dates are to reconsider at the November meeting. 

/2 to note the SLCC/NALC advice re Parish Council support for church activities 

Noted. 

/3  To confirm arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 

The Parish Council RESOLVED to accept the offer of help from Alan Parkinson. 

The Clerk to order two wreaths from RB Legion in Melton     Action Clerk 

136  Finance 

The submitted schedule of payments was approved. 

Bank balances at 15/9/18 were confirmed as: 

  Current account  £12756.47 

  Deposit Account  £25036.35 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of the second half year MBC precept of £9930.85 

 

137  Date of next meeting: Monday 5th November 2018 at 7:30pm at Wymondham Village Hall 

 
  The meeting ended at 10:05pm 
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Appendix 1: 

On Thursday 6th September, we met with the Donna Moulds, head of the Diocese of Leicester Academy Trust and 

Carolyn Lewis, the Diocesan Director of Education of the Leicester Diocesan Board of Education at their office in 

Leicester. The meeting was informal and not minuted.  

 

No resolutions were made However there were three points that were identified at the end of the meeting. 

 

1. They (DLAT/DBoE) are committed to keeping the school open whilst it remains viable 

2. Rural schools are an express priority 

3. With pupil levels as they are, strong marketing and governance will be required to reverse this and overcome the 

current situation. DLAT are setting up a new board of governors and that a focus on the quality of teaching at the 

school is a priority they must step up to.  

 

Other points and clarifications mentioned in the meeting are as follows, and are included here for information only: 

 

* Funding of the school is not covering costs, which they have a statutory duty to cover. 

* The measure they use for a school to have three classes is 90 pupils. 

* If the school roll does fall below a level (not yet determined) then it will have to close 

* DLAT/DBoE will not stand in the way of community acquisition of the school should this happen and so have raised 

no objection to the school being declared an asset of community value. 

* Schools are not able to rebrokerage themselves. Only the Academy Trust can do this, but they have no plans to do 

so. If they did consider it that would only be after exhausting all other options short of closure. 

* Executive heads may well have three or four schools in the future 

* Their position is that good education of children is down to excellent teaching/teachers, not the number of classes 

in schools 

One request was brought up at the end of the meeting. 

* Both DLAT and DBoE requested that WEPC takes on the responsibility for the play equipment inspections and 

insurance. 

Christian Semmens 

 

 

 

 

 

  


