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Glen Baker-Adams 

Planning Dept. - Melton Borough Council 

Parkside, Station Approach,  

Burton Street,  

Melton Mowbray, LE13 1GH 

 

Thursday 7th December 2017, 

 

Planning Application 17/01107/FUL -  Change of Use to form 3no. dwellings including the 

demolition of the old canteen area | Old Methodist Chapel 2A Church Lane Wymondham 

Melton Mowbray LE14 2AB 

 

Dear Mr Baker-Adams, 

 

Wymondham and Edmondthorpe Parish Council held an Extraordinary Meeting on Monday 4th 

December 2017 to discuss the above planning application and I now write to convey their many 

concerns.  

 

This application represents an almost unchanged repetition of the previous application for this site in 

2013 (13/00574/FUL). That application was given approval but with conditions attached with regard to 

noise and vehicular access, namely noise: 

  

“3. Prior to commencement of development the applicant shall submit details from a competent 

person to demonstrate that the development can be constructed to provide sound attenuation against 

external noise in accordance with BS8233:1999, the details shall be approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority and implemented in accordance with the approved details.  

 

NOTE: The following levels must be achieved: Maximum internal noise levels of 30dBLAeq,T for living 

rooms and bedrooms. For bedrooms at night individual noise events (measured with F time-weighting) 

shall not (normally) exceed 45dBLAmax and also that the bedrooms are not subjected to low level bass 

noise, which may be below 30dBLAeq, but which may give rise to a nuisance, from the nearby existing 

village Hall. “ 

 

and vehicular access: 

 

“11. Before first occupation of any dwelling hereby permitted, 2.0 metre by 2.0 metre pedestrian 

visibility splays shall be provided on the highway boundary on both sides of the access with nothing 

within those splays higher than 0.6 metres above the level of the adjacent footway in accordance with 

the current standards of the Highway Authority and shall be so maintained in perpetuity.” 

 

There is no obvious sign that this new application makes any attempt to address these conditions.  

This is might be a lamentable oversight but equally it might be interpreted as a deliberate disregard 

for the serious concerns previously expressed by the Parish Council. 

 



  

More important it fails to confirm many of the policies now to be applied to all planning applications in 

Wymondham by virtue of the recently approved W&E N Plan (Wymondham and Edmondthorpe 

Neighbourhood Plan 2017). It fails to conform to H7 (Building Design Principles), namely: 

 

“Proposals should minimise the impact on general amenity and give careful consideration to 

noise ……….” 

 

It cannot be the case that the long-established activities of the Village Hall would be impeded by the 

arrival of these new properties. It is difficult to understand why the plans do not specify in 

considerable detail those steps that would be taken to prevent sound migration from the properties, 

particularly on its southern side. Such details to be expected would include at least sound insulation, 

triple glazing and the erection of a boundary wall of a substantial height. 

 

The Village Hall has been a focal point for cultural and social activities for all ages in the village for 

almost 100 years and the W&E N Plan for the Village reaffirms this as a future and continuing 

objective. Policy CF1 (The Retention of Community Facilities and Amenities) states 

 

” Development leading to the loss of an existing community facility or which detrimentally 

impacts on an existing facility in such a way that it loses amenity value (…………. Village hall 

in Wymondham…) will not be supported….” 

  

Already Church Lane suffers from a serious parking problem: it is a narrow cul de sac barely able to 

cope with the parking of existing residents and this hampers visitors to the Village Hall, particularly 

the elderly and those with disabilities.   

 

This application would immediately remove some three or four parking places because of the 

installation of the splays for vehicular access. Parking for visitors to the new properties would further 

exacerbate these problems. 

 

Thus, this application is in direct conflict with Policy T1 (Traffic Management), namely 

 

“extending the range of footpaths to connect the Parish facilities” 

 

and Policy ENV6 (Footpaths), namely 

 

“Development proposals that result in the loss of or have a significant adverse effect on the 

existing network of footpath…… will not be supported” 

 

This application represents an obvious overdevelopment of the site such that it will impact 

significantly on the immediate existing residents and does not conform to Policy H5 (Housing 

Provision Windfall Sites) 

 

“Does not reduce …. open space to an extent where it adversely impacts on the character of 

the area or the amenity of neighbours and the occupiers of the dwelling” 

 

and H7 

 

“…. proposal should clearly show how the general character, scale, mass, density and layout of the 

site of the building or extension fits in with the aspect of the surrounding area”  



  

 

Whilst we acknowledge that the application pays a token regard to the requirements as 

comprehensively detailed in our new Plan, this overdevelopment of three dwellings would fail to 

reflect one of the Plan’s principal requirements that any new development is of an appropriate scale. 

 

The W&E Plan acknowledges that support for new housing, namely:  

  

“……. where it complies with the policies of this Neighbourhood Plan and subject to design and 

amenity considerations” 

  (W&E Plan Policy SD3 Limits to Development) 

 

Clearly this application fails such tests and therefore, Wymondham and Edmondthorpe Parish Council 

call for Melton Borough Council to not approve this planning application.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Terry Brown 

Parish Clerk 

wepc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk 

189 Belton Lane 

Grantham 

01476 516366 

 

Copies to:   District Councillor Malise Graham 
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